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Influenza A Viruses

Single-stranded negative-sense RNA
viruses

8 gene segments encoding at least 10
proteins

Characterized by ability to change
— Antigenic drift- yearly epidemics
(point mutations)
— Antigenic shift - sporadic
pandemics (reassortment)
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Timeline for Influenza Vaccine Development and Use
United States

STEPS
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Surveillance

Select strains

—

Prepare reassortants

e

Standardize / test antigen

Review labels / license

Assign potency

Release vaccine

Produce concentrates

Formulate & test

Fill, test, package

Distribute

Vaccinate !
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Fd Influenza Activity 2003-2004

Week ending November 29, 2003

)

Week ending December 20, 2003

No Report No Activity Sporadic Local Regional Widespread



This is an official
CDC HEALTH ADVISORY

Distributed wia Health Alert MNetwork
Friday, December 19, 2 45 EST (09:45 PM EST)
~OCHAMN- z !

Request for Reports of All Deaths among
Children With Laboratory-Confirmed Influenza
Virus Infection

season, severe complications from influenza and
___.I:Jtt'd dl:l::’[h armong children have been reported by several

The Centers far EI|"' se untrul and Preventio UpdﬂfE‘: Influenza-Associated
'”*,:“_ ﬁ'r'l;'H ° ,. 'jtt;j”]'“ Deaths Reported Among Children
: infarmation f Aged <18 Years — United States,
- sists 2003-04 Influenza Season
D ecem b er 19 2003 [un l].gi__'_ the 2003—04 influenza season, _:1"."{.' has recerve

reports from state health departments regarding deaths among

chale 11 n with evidence of influenza virus infecnion. lo help
Inve ¢ these deaths, CIC has requested thar all intlu-

clated deaths among children aged <18 years be

repe orted to CDC throus "|.J state and local healt Jl 1 J."'lJT.'lll ‘nrs

during, the 2003-04 season. This summary is based on

MMWR January 9, 2003
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